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General fertility rate (birth rate per 1,000 females aged 15 to 44 years)* 

 
* Office for Health Improvement and Disparities. Public health profiles, 2022 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/ © Crown copyright 

2022 
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/search/92266#page/4/gid/1/pat/6/par/E12000003/ati/402/are/E06000010/iid/92266/age/179/sex/2/cat/-1/ctp/-
1/yrr/1/cid/4/tbm/1 
 

The general fertility rate (the birth rate per 1,000 females aged 15 to 44 years) in Hull has 
been decreasing since 2013, although it remains higher than in England as a whole (which 
has also been decreasing during this period).  The latest data (2020) for Hull shows a rate of 
59.4 compared with 55.3 for England and 54.1 for Yorkshire and the Humber. 
 

Babies with a first feed of breast milk1 
Data relating to babies with a 
first feed of breast milk is only 
available from the NHS at Trust 
level.  Data for Hull University 
Teaching Hospitals (HUTH) 
NHS Trusts shows that the 
percentage of babies with a first 
feed of breast milk is 
consistently lower than that in 
England as a whole.   
 
The latest data available is 
March 2022 when the England 
overall percentage was 73.1%, 
whilst the HUTH figure was 

61.8% (although the 6 months rolling average figure was 65.1%). 
 
  

 
1 
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQ3YWY4MWQtZjEwNS00OGZhLWE3NzEtNzZmM2ViN2V
iNWI0IiwidCI6IjUwZjYwNzFmLWJiZmUtNDAxYS04ODAzLTY3Mzc0OGU2MjllMiIsImMiOjh9&pageNa
me=ReportSection3ed77151186ecd679338 

Breastfeeding – July 2022

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-health-improvement-and-disparities
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
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Breastfeeding prevalence at 6-8 weeks after birth (Trend)** 

 
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities. Public health profiles, 2022 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/ © Crown copyright 2022 

 

The breastfeeding prevalence at 6-8 weeks after birth is steadily increasing in Hull but remains 
lower than that recorded in England as a whole.  The value in Hull increased from 30.1% in 
2015/16 to 34.8% in 2020/21, whilst in England in increased from 43.2% in 2015/16 to 47.6% 
in 2020/21.   
 

Breastfeeding prevalence at 6-8 weeks after birth (Overview)** 

 
**Office for Health Improvement and Disparities. Public health profiles, 2022 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/ © Crown copyright 

2022 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/breastfeeding-at-6-to-8-weeks-after-birth-annual-data  
 

There is significant amount of difference in the values of breastfeeding prevalence across the 
Yorkshire and the Humber region.  Whilst the figure for Hull in 2020/21 is 34.8%, in ranges 
between 28.7% in North East Lincolnshire and 50.3% in North Yorkshire.  

 
The 0-19 Integrated Public 
Health Nursing Service 
carry out a quarterly survey 
of their service users in 
relation to bottle feeding, 
breastfeeding and 
supplementary feeding. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-health-improvement-and-disparities
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-health-improvement-and-disparities
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
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The highest values of bottle feeding at 10 days were recorded at Q2 2019/20 and Q4 2020/21 
when 56% of service users stated that they were bottle feeding.  The second highest values 
were recorded in QQ2 and Q3 2020/21 when 54% of service users reported that they were 
bottle feeding.  The lowest values at 10 days were recorded in Q1 2020/21 when 48% of 
service users recorded bottle feeding at 10 days.  The second lowest values were recorded in 
Q3 2021/22 when 50% of service users reported that there were bottle feeding. 
 
At 6 weeks the highest vales were recorded in Q4 2019/20 when 68% of service users 

responded that they were bottle feeding.  The second 
highest values at 6 weeks were recorded in Q4 2018/19 and 
Q2 2019/20 when 67% of service users reported that they 
were bottle feeding.  The lowest values at 6 weeks were 
recorded in Q3 2021/22 when 59% of service users reported 
that they bottle fed.  The second lowest values at 6 weeks 
were recorded in Q1 and Q2 of 2020/21 when 61% of 
service users responded that they were bottle feeding. 
 
The average value over the period of the survey was 53% 
of service users at 10 days, and 64% of service users at 6 
weeks reported bottle feeding. 
  

10 Days 6 Weeks

2018/19 Q4 53% 67%

Q1 52% 63%

Q2 56% 67%

Q3 53% 66%

Q4 53% 68%

Q1 48% 61%

Q2 54% 61%

Q3 54% 65%

Q4 56% 66%

Q1 52% 64%

Q2 51% 63%

Q3 50% 59%

2019/20

2020/21

2021/22

Breastfeeding in Hull: Percentage of 

children bottle fed at 10 days and 6 

weeks: Q4 2018/19 - Q3 2021/22
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The highest values of 
breastfeeding at 10 days 
were recorded at Q1 
2019/20 when 36% of 
service users stated that 
they were breastfeeding.  
The second highest values 
of bottle feeding at 10 days 
were recorded at Q1 
2020/21 when 35% of 
service users stated that 
they were breastfeeding. 
 
The lowest values were 
recorded in Q4 2020/21 
when 28% of service users 

recorded breastfeeding at 10 days.  The second lowest 
values were recorded in Q4 2019/20, and Q2 and Q3 
2020/21 when 31% of service users recorded breastfeeding 
at 10 days. 
 
At 6 weeks the highest vales were recorded in Q1 2019/20 
and Q1 2020/21 when 26% of service users responded that 
they were breastfeeding.  The second highest were 
recorded in Q3 2021/22 when 25% service users responded 
that they were breastfeeding. 
 
The lowest values at 6 weeks were recorded in Q4 2020/21 
when 19% of service users responded that they were 
breastfeeding.  The second lowest values were recorded in 
Q4 2019/20 when 20% of service users responded that they 
were breastfeeding. 
 

The average value over the period of the survey was 33% of service users at 10 days, and 
23% of service users at 6 weeks reported breastfeeding. 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 Days 6 Weeks

2018/19 Q4 33% 23%

Q1 36% 26%

Q2 34% 23%

Q3 32% 22%

Q4 31% 20%

Q1 35% 26%

Q2 31% 24%

Q3 31% 22%

Q4 28% 19%

Q1 32% 22%

Q2 34% 24%

Q3 33% 25%

Breastfeeding in Hull: Percentage of 

children breast fed at 10 days and 6 

weeks: Q4 2018/19 - Q3 2021/22

2019/20

2020/21

2021/22
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The highest values of 
supplement feeding at 10 
days were recorded at Q1 
2019/20 when 16% of 
service users stated that 
they fed supplement.  The 
second highest values were 
at Q1 and Q3 of 2021/22 
when 15% of service users 
said that they fed 
supplement.   
 
The lowest vales at 10 days 
were recorded in Q2 
2019/20 when 10% of 
service users said that they 

fed supplement. 
 
At 6 weeks, the highest values were recorded in Q2 2020/21 
when 14% of service users said that they fed supplement, 
whilst the second highest values were recorded in Q4 
2020/21, and Q1 and Q3 2021/22 when 13% of service 
users said that they fed supplement. 
 
The lowest values at 6 weeks were recorded in Q2 2019/20 
when 7% of service users reported that they fed 
supplement, whilst the second lowest values were recorded 
in Q1 2019/20 when 9% of service users said that they fed 
supplement. 
 
The average value over the period of the survey was 13% 
of service users at 10 days, and 11% of service users at 6 
weeks reported supplement feeding. 

  

10 Days 6 Weeks

2018/19 Q4 13% 10%

Q1 11% 9%

Q2 10% 7%

Q3 14% 11%

Q4 14% 10%

Q1 16% 10%

Q2 14% 14%

Q3 14% 12%

Q4 14% 13%

Q1 15% 13%

Q2 13% 10%

Q3 15% 13%

2021/22

Breastfeeding in Hull: Percentage of 

children fed supplement at 10 days 

and 6 weeks: Q4 2018/19 - Q3 2021/22

2019/20

2020/21
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Breast and Bottle feeding: Q3 2021/22 (per ward)  

WARD 

 Q3 2021-22 

Ten Days Six Weeks 

Bottle Breast 
Supple-

ment 
Unknown Bottle Breast 

Supple-
ment 

Unknown 

Unknown 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Avenue 14.29% 67.35% 18.37% 0.00% 24.49% 46.94% 22.45% 6.12% 

Beverley & Newland 38.46% 41.03% 20.51% 0.00% 44.74% 34.21% 10.53% 10.53% 

Boothferry 60.00% 25.00% 15.00% 0.00% 73.33% 13.33% 13.33% 0.00% 

Bricknell 40.00% 53.33% 6.67% 0.00% 47.06% 35.29% 17.65% 0.00% 

Central 30.00% 48.00% 20.00% 2.00% 37.93% 29.31% 31.03% 1.72% 

Derringham 57.89% 42.11% 0.00% 0.00% 65.12% 34.88% 0.00% 0.00% 

Drypool 52.27% 20.45% 22.73% 4.55% 50.00% 28.57% 16.67% 4.76% 

Holderness 46.43% 32.14% 14.29% 7.14% 54.55% 21.21% 21.21% 3.03% 

Ings 53.85% 34.62% 11.54% 0.00% 66.67% 24.24% 9.09% 0.00% 

Kingswood 43.48% 30.43% 26.09% 0.00% 55.17% 20.69% 24.14% 0.00% 

Longhill & Bilton Grange 59.46% 21.62% 10.81% 8.11% 78.72% 12.77% 8.51% 0.00% 

Marfleet 69.23% 25.00% 3.85% 1.92% 76.19% 12.70% 1.59% 9.52% 

Newington & Gipsyville 48.89% 33.33% 17.78% 0.00% 56.86% 23.53% 13.73% 5.88% 

North Carr 62.22% 22.22% 15.56% 0.00% 64.15% 24.53% 9.43% 1.89% 

Orchard Park 58.73% 26.98% 14.29% 0.00% 69.57% 18.84% 5.80% 5.80% 

Pickering 46.43% 42.86% 10.71% 0.00% 58.06% 32.26% 9.68% 0.00% 

Southcoates 50.00% 33.33% 16.67% 0.00% 69.77% 13.95% 13.95% 2.33% 

St Andrew's & Docklands 28.57% 46.94% 22.45% 2.04% 43.55% 35.48% 17.74% 3.23% 

Sutton 61.70% 23.40% 12.77% 2.13% 65.22% 28.26% 6.52% 0.00% 

University 50.00% 25.00% 25.00% 0.00% 62.07% 24.14% 13.79% 0.00% 

West Carr 69.23% 19.23% 11.54% 0.00% 61.76% 23.53% 8.82% 5.88% 

Hull 50.18% 33.33% 15.19% 1.30% 58.99% 25.21% 12.60% 3.20% 

Within 2.5% (of 10-day 
figure)                 
Worse (than 10-day figure 
and 2.5%)                 
Better (than 10-day figure 
and 2.5%)                 

 
At ward level, at 10 days, in the latest survey (Q3 2021/22) the highest rates of bottle feeding 
were recorded in West Carr and Marfleet (both 69.23%), North Carr (62.22%), Sutton 
(61.70%) and Boothferry (60.00%).  Whilst the lowest values were recorded in Avenue 
(14.29%), St Andrew’s and Docklands (28.57%) and Central (30.00%).  Across Hull the 
average figure was 50.18%.  At 6 weeks, the highest values were recorded in Longhill and 
Bilton Grange (78.72%), Marfleet (76.19%) and Boothferry (73.33%), whilst the lowest values 
were recorded in Avenue (24.49%), Central (37.93%) and St Andrew’s and Docklands 
(43.55%).  Across Hull the average figure was 58.99%. 
 
Breastfeeding, at ward level, at 10 days, in the latest survey (Q3 2021/22) the highest rates of 
were recorded in Avenue (67.35%), Bricknell (53.33%), Central (48.00%) and St Andrew’s 
and Docklands (46.94%).  The lowest values were recorded in West Carr (19.23%), Drypool 
(20.45%) and Longhill and Bilton Grange (21.62%).  Across Hull the average figure was 
33.33%.  At 6 weeks the highest values were recorded in Avenue (46.94%), St Andrew’s and 
Docklands (35.48%), Bricknell (35.29%), Derringham (34.88%), and Beverley and Newland 
(34.21%).  The lowest values were recorded in Marfleet (12.70%), Longhill and Bilton Grange 
(12.77%), and Boothferry (13.33%).  Across Hull the average was 25.21%. 
 
For children fed supplement, at ward level, at 10 days, in the latest survey (Q3 2021/22) the 
highest rates of were recorded in Kingswood (26.09%), University (25.00%), Drypool (22.73%) 
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and St Andrew’s and Docklands (22.45%).  The lowest values were recorded in Marfleet 
(3.85%), Bricknell (6.67%) and Pickering (10.71%).  Across Hull the average value was 
15.19%.  At 6 weeks, the highest values for children fed supplement were in Central (31.03%), 
Kingswood (24.14%), Avenue (22.45%) and Holderness (21.21%).  The lowest values were 
Marfleet (1.59%), Orchard Park (5.80%), Sutton (6.52%) and Longhill and Bilton Grange 
(8.51%).  The average figure across Hull is 12.60%). 
 
The following two maps show the drop off in breastfeeding levels and the increase in bottle 
feeding levels, between day 10 and week 6 (as recorded in the Q3 2021/22 survey). 
 

10 Days 
In percentage points, the 
largest drop-off in the 
percentage of babies being 
breastfed in Q3 2021/22 
between 10 days and 6 
weeks was in Avenue ward 
where the figures went from  
67.35% to 46.94% (-20.41 
percentage points).  This 
was followed by 
Southcoates ward where 
the values went from 
33.33% at 10 days to 
13.95% at 6 weeks (-19.38 
percentage points), Central 
ward where the values went 
from 48.00% to 29.31%  
(-18.69 percentage points), 

and Bricknell ward where values went from 53.33% at 10 days to 35.29% at 6 weeks (-18.04 
percentage points). 
 
6 Weeks 

 
Increases in the values of 
children being breastfed 
between 10 days and 6 
weeks were recorded in 
Drypool, Sutton, West Carr, 
and North Carr wards.  The 
largest increase was in 
Drypool ward where the 
percentage of children 
being breastfed in Q3 
2021/22 increased from 
20.45% at 10 days, to 
28.57% at 6 weeks (+8.12 
percentage points 
increase).  This was 
followed by values in Sutton 
ward where values 

increased from 23.40% at 10 days to 28.26% at 6 weeks (+4.86 percentage points). 
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Wards: Largest and Smallest Drop-Offs in Breastfeeding: Q3 2021-22 
 

In the Q3 2021-22 results there were only 4 wards in which 
breastfeeding rates increased between 10 days and 6 
weeks (North Carr, West Carr, Sutton and Drypool).  Of the 
21 wards in Hull, the six wards with the largest percentage 
points drop-off and the six wards with the smallest drop-off 
(or increase) between 10 days and 6 weeks is shown in the 
table (left). 
 
Avenue saw the largest drop-off (20.41% percentage 
points), although Southcoates, Central and Bricknell are 
not far behind. 
 
 
 
 

 
Largest Drop-Offs: Q3 2021-22 
 

 
 

 
 

Ward 
Percentage 
Points Drop-
Off 

Ranking 

Avenue -20.41% 1 

Southcoates -19.38% 2 

Central -18.69% 3 

Bricknell -18.04% 4 

Marfleet -12.30% 5 

Boothferry -11.67% 6 

Beverley & 
Newland 

-6.82% 16 

University -0.86% 17 

North Carr +2.31% 18 

West Carr +4.30% 19 

Sutton +4.86% 20 

Drypool +8.12% 21 
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Smallest Drop-Offs (or Increases): Q3 2021-22 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


